Winter and Spring ’06 Research Practicum -- Sociology 859

Wednesday, 3:30-6:18    BK 385 

Professor Bellair   bellair.1@osu.edu

341 Bricker Hall  292-5831 

Office hours: Tues and Thurs, 2:00pm - 3:00 p.m. & by appt
Course Requirement

You must complete an online course (free) that will educate you on the legal issues surrounding human subject research.  Go to http://www.orrp.osu.edu/humansubjects/citi.cfm and follow the links to complete this course.  You can not go into the field until you complete this course. Please make me a copy of the completion report for my records.
Course Overview   
Welcome to this year's Sociology Research Practicum.  The practicum was started a few years ago to provide graduate students with an opportunity to gain hands-on experience with the collection of original data in and around the Columbus area.  This year's practicum will be offered during winter and spring quarter, 2006.  

Students who sign up for the practicum must have the flexibility to go to one of our interview sites (most likely Madison or London Correctional Facility) to conduct interviews at least twice a week.  We have two time slots available (the exact starting times vary by institution) to conduct interviews each day from Monday through Friday.  Morning interviews generally take place between 8:00am and 10:30am.  Afternoon interviews generally take place between 12:30pm and 3:30pm.  During each time slot we will attempt to complete two interviews.  You will have flexibility to sign up for time slots that fit your schedule (i.e., two in the morning, two in the afternoon, or one in the morning and one in the afternoon) although I expect students to be willing to change their schedules to accommodate the needs of the class.

Both prisons are roughly 45-minutes from campus (they are on opposites sides of the street from each other), so you must factor this into your time commitment.  Students are responsible for arranging transportation.

Students will be responsible for checking out a laptop from the SRL, for backing up the data on the p drive of the sociology network upon return, and returning the laptop to the SRL the same day the interview is conducted.   We will also require students to send email to myself and Jim Sutton after each day at the prison to let us know briefly how the day went, whether there were any problems, whether there are any problems with the computer, or any other information that the next team of interviewers will need before they depart for their interviews.  Students are required to type up a set of field notes after each interview, provide each student in class with a copy, and lead the class in a discussion of that interview. We will provide more specific instructions as class moves forward.  Please treat the department’s laptops with care and remember that you (we) have an obligation to protect the confidentiality of the subjects data.  I recommend that you not leave the laptop unattended while it is in your possession.  Students also need to have an account on the sociology network.  Please contact Matt Moffitt (moffitt.10@sociology.osu.edu) in the SRL if you don’t have one and he will work with you.
Students may also be responsible for collecting data from inmate records in the Department of Rehabilitation and Correction's central office here in Columbus.


Jim Sutton is the GTA.  His role is to serve as project director.  He will make most if not all of the important decisions regarding the execution of the interviews and will handle scheduling.  He has been involved in this project as an interviewer from its inception.  Feel free to contact him to discuss your performance in this course. 

Student Learning Objectives   
Upon completion of the course students will:
1).  Be familiar with the logic of life course models, particularly as they are 
applied to the study of drug use, gang membership, and criminal behavior.

2).  Understand how to assess the reliability and validity of self-reports. 
3).  Receive training and hands-on experience conducting interviews with prison inmates.
4).  Be familiar with instrument design and project management.

5).  Have access to unique data for a Thesis or Dissertation.

COURSE FORMAT AND GRADING
This class requires your satisfactory participation and cooperation in a team effort.  You must be willing to work together as a team.  Grading is based on several criteria. Student’s are required to 1) attend class and make substantive contributions during each class discussion, 2) complete all assignments and take 4 quizzes, and (3) complete prison interviews and submit field notes as assigned.  
Class attendance and contribution to discussion
15%

Assignments and Quizzes



15%

Prison interviews and field notes


70%

Students who sign up for the practicum must be dedicated to fulfilling their role in a professional fashion.  My reputation, the reputation of the students who are already involved in this project or who will be in the near future, and the reputation of our department are all on the line when we enter these facilities.  Please be certain that you are “on board” with all of the aforementioned before you take this course.

CLASS SCHEDULE  
This schedule will change!  I will make announcements in class and/or send email to keep you informed of changes.

Week 1
Welcome and introductions
Scheduling

Project, instrument, and theoretical overview

Week one homework assignment 
Week 2
Quiz

Announcements

Review of week one homework assignment 

Continue instrument overview

Interview process and computer procedures
Week two homework assignment
Week 3


Quiz

Review of week two homework assignment

Continue interview process and computer procedures

Week three homework assignment

Possible prison tour

Week 4

Quiz

Review of week three homework assignment

Possible prison tour

Tie up loose ends
Shadowing

Week 5-20
Quiz

Interviews/shadowing at Madison or London
Debriefing and field notes in class
Selected in-class topics
Disability Services

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
PAGE  
1

